[General therapeutic approaches in systemic vasculitides].
The paper presents general therapeutic principles applied in systemic vasculitis. Several factors may help to contain the clinical activity, such as the location and extent of the inflammatory process affecting the vascular system, the ultimate narrowing of the vascular lumen with subsequent ischemia of the affected tissue and organ. Treatment of vasculitis involves besides glucocorticoids not only cytotoxic drugs (cyclophosphamide, chlorambucil, methotrexate), and immunomodulatory therapeutic agents with immunosuppressive action (cyclosporin A) but also other immunomodulatory drugs, as e.g. dialyzed homogenate of leukocytes (DHL), pentoxyphylline, hydrolytic enzymes, and monoclonal antibodies. The authors emphasize the importance of a complex approach in the management of systemic vasculitis. (Tab. 1, Ref. 36.).